Grading Criteria for Presentations
	Component
	Justification for losing points
	Important notes

	Prepared
	· Unplanned pauses which exceed 2 seconds.
	· 

	Posture
	· Clear posture deviations, such as outlined in the Harrington, et al. text.
· Nervous unplanned movement during the speech.
	· 

	Volume
	· Determined by the individual teacher.
	· 

	Speed
	· See above
	· 

	Vocal Emphasis
	· Lack of a clear general level of enthusiasm for the topic
· Lack of clear use of “stress/stretch/pause” techniques (see Harrington text)
	· Learners must have at least 12 total instances of vocal emphasis/ 3 per speech section.

	Effective Body Language
	· Arms hanging
· Self-touching gesture (i.e. correcting clothing/hair, et al.)
· Gestures are deficient.  During one part of the story structure, less than 3 planned gestures are displayed.
· Many gestures are delivered in a “half-hearted,” “imprecise” fashion.
	· Learners must employ at least 12 total instances of gestures/ 3 per speech section.

	Eye Contact
	· Stargazer glances more than two times
· Excessive blinking
· Staring down (i.e. at cue cards) 
· Eye Contact is excessively focused on one area/person
	· 

	English usage
	· Grammatical errors, pronunciation errors, word choice issues, or awkward constructions
	· 

	Does the speech effectively express the topic?
	· Determined by the individual teacher.
	· 

	Does it follow the story structure
	· See above
	· 

	





Is it engaging?
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· Clear use of techniques to engage the audience (regardless of the actual effectiveness during the presentation)…i.e “inside joke”…leading a chant, song response, rhetorical question, gentle commands to the audience (when I say X, you say Y), using visualization techniques, et al.  Minimum of one per speech.

	Is it creative?
	Lack of three clear rhetorical/creative strategies.
	· Clear use of strategies detailed elsewhere.  Minimum of 3

	Clear
	· Determined by the individual teacher.
	· 

	Composure
	· Areas for deducting points include: forget lines; repeating speech; pausing (over two seconds); uncontrolled laughter during the presentation
	· 

	Timing
	· Under 2:30 or over 3:30 can result in points deducted
	· Speaker must finish between 2:30-3:30




